
EGSS COUNCIL MEETING 

Friday, November 22nd, 2019, 12:00PM - 1:30PM, EGSS Lounge (Rm 631) 

 

Present (add your name here if you’ll be there):  

Vanessa (Co-President), Enoch (Co-President), Fred (co VP student life), Haeun, (co VP 

student life), Gulsah (ECP), Maria-Josée Bran Lopez (Co-Chair EGSS Conference), Jessica 

(ECP rep) Chiung-Fang (Fangfang, PGSS rep), Kelsey (VP Finance), Xiaoyan (PGSS Rep), 

Azadeh ( VP Equity & Diversity) 

 

Absent, with regrets: So Yeon (VP Communications) 

 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 

 

1. NOTE TAKER Shannon Hutcheson 

2. AWARDS 

Student Initiatives (AKA Solidarity Funding) Awards Approval (4500 for the whole year) 

a. 3 applications to review plus 1 conditional review from last year 

b. Are there any changes that we need to be thinking of for this application? 

c. How can we make the application process more objective? 

 

 Reviewed Student Initiative applications 

 

Organization Comments Decision Final sum 

B.I.T.C.H. Remaining 
questions: 
dates, 
number of 
participants 

All in favour of Supporting 
All in favour of partial funding 
*conditional funding 
 
Conditions: 
Give an advance if 
organizers can confirm an 
outline of (# of events, 
people coming, anticipated 
expenses and invoice), 
generally provide a more 
detailed plan. 
 
Approving a number now, 
with subsequent funding 
pending more information 
 
Send email stating to 
conditions of receiving 
disbursement 
 
 

$500 for 2 events plus 
conditional extra funding 
pending additional information 
(up to $500) 
 
***Ellen will draft a response 
 



ECP 

International Student 

Group 

Questions 
about who 
the group is 
open to 

All in favour of funding 
All in favour of funding 
conditionally 
Funding pending: 
explanation of room rentals, 
and justifying event 
attendance 
*fully funding with the 
exception of room rental 

$500 plus additional $200 
pending additional information 
 
***Ellen will draft a response 

Individual 

Application 

Follow up 
from an 
application 
from last 
year where 
students 
were not 
able to utilize 
funding that 
was 
approved for 
last year 

They need to send an 
updated budget and they can 
be approved for funding that 
was not used in the previous 
year 
 
They previously received 
$400 (unused) 
 
All in favour of funding $400 

$400 pending additional 
information and confirmation of 
attendance 
 
***Ellen will draft a response 
 

 

Travel Awards  

a. Funding needs to be allocated by December 15  

b. Response emails to applicants 

c. Stats on applicants: 11 people applied for travel awards, the application process 

was much easier and much more streamlined 

 

3. REPORTS 

DISE: 

Shut Up & Write:  

a. Next Meeting: 11/30  12:30 - 3:30 La Finca Cafe 

Global Social Hour: Tonight! 

a. 150$ budget - we need receipts of what the money was used for before 

we can reimburse. 

PGSS 

i. At last meeting PGSS voted for a motion to defund GSAs that don’t have 

members present at every meeting 

ii. Action item Clarify at December 4th meeting about the 

defunding/attendance conditions and how many votes EGSS has (re: 

vote cards) Summer, Melissa 

iii. Every faculty has one vote at the GA 

iv. Can ask the secretary questions about the vote until Nov. 25th 

 

Lunch Chat & Play: How is this going? 

a. Working to increase attendance 



b. Plan to make a service billboard (entrance card, conversational cards, 

guidance seeking-card reading:e.g. https://dianacooper.com/pick-a-card/, 

sponsor for introducing international food and culture: make a google 

form)  

c. Solicit advice for board games that can better facilitate student 

interactions (e.g.,  Connect 4 Grid Game, Classic Jenga) 

i. Budget approved for games $50 

ii. Action items: Fang-fang getting games 

 

VP Equity and Diversity 

i. Creating a survey from students to express difficult situations they have 

experiences around culture/diversity 

ii. ECP member felt that bullying doesn’t just happen to students but to 

faculty members as well 

iii. Mandated workshops for students to know about their rights 

iv. KPE has women in academia  

v. Motion to approve funding for requested support group for Iran/Hong 

Kong students $50 

 

 

VP Student Life (with VP Academics and Co-Pres) 

End of Semester Celebration:  

• Check availability for Thomson  House 5-7 on the 9th, 10th, or 11th   

• Action items: Shannon to email Bliss and contact Fred 

• Budget: comes from discretionary fund -estimate ~300 

• Drink tickets 

• Action items: Enoch and Kelsey will follow up on food drive party 

 

Fall Workshop Series: 

a. We should be reaching out to potential expert facilitators by end of 

december/early jan 

b. Get a timeline establish with speaker series & conference 

 

VP Finance 

a. If you have any receipts/need reimbursement, make sure you get in touch 

with Kelsey so she can update our financial records 

 

Co-Presidents 

December Newsletter: info to include by 11/30 

Student Lounge: Any issues? Changes/additions/fixes? 

Meet & Greet:  

11 profs, 11 students so far, will send one final reminder email the day of 

Education building space revamp status 

https://dianacooper.com/pick-a-card/


a. Enoch would like to head this but needs to know updates/status to push 

this through (based on Vanessa’s report, we can brainstorm what we 

want to do and slowly see what admin say) 

b. What kinds of questions should Vanessa be asking at her meeting with 

Dennis Jensen next tuesday? 

  Basement space status: Has anyone actually been to this space? 

a. No it’s a sad sad space 

CGS Updates 

i. Scholarship review process- trying to update the rubric to have 

less focus on publications and presentations and more on 

projects/workshops  

ii. Emerging scholars award updated for people who have less of a 

research track record - spread the word out about different 

scholarship options 

Writing Support 

iii. Peer writing support - students are wanting additional writing 

support, especially international students 

iv. Action items: Finding if we can provide a writing workshop or a 

mentorship program 

v. Action items: Vanessa will propose a mentorship program in 

partnership with the GPDs 

1. Graduate students have expressed additional support 

needed in this faculty. We would like mentorship with 

additional workshops to support targeted writing 

 

4. HOUSEKEEPING 

a. Office Keys 

b. Office Hours: Is signing up for office hours pointless? Should we just leave it as 

informal and everyone just try to do it twice a month for however long you can? If 

we do so, we need to keep track of refills/cleaning in the lounge. Can ppl write 

down on the calendar in the office when they refill snacks/clean?  

c. Figure out a system for replenishing snacks 

i. Random schedule- roughly 2X a week 

ii. Write on calendar when you’ve refilled the bowls 

iii. Make a note if you’ve cleaned 

iv. Remind 2nd floor to clean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


